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Canadian Druze Society CDS Newsletter
Our Community  •  Our People  •  Our Future

Meet the New Board of Directors
A dedicated team, united by a shared commitment to our community, heritage and future.

Message from the President
Dear Community, it is an honor and a privilege to serve as your President. Together,
we will continue building a stronger, more united and welcoming community - one that
supports all generations, preserves our Druze heritage and values, and creates
opportunities for a brighter future. I look forward to working with the Board and all of you
to make our shared vision a reality.

Omar Abdul Samad
PRESIDENT

Silva Bitar Salman
VICE PRESIDENT

I volunteer in my community because I'm passionate
about helping it grow, thrive, and reach greater
heights. Most importantly, I want to help keep our
community connected, united, and strong for
generations to come.

Abir El-Eid Zebian
TREASURER

I am a caring person who enjoys helping others and
making a positive difference. I believe in giving back
to my community and supporting those around me
whenever I can.

Nina Ghosn Yehia
SECRETARY & DIRECTOR OF

COMMUNICATIONS

I volunteer because I want to be an active
participant in the future of the CDS, to ensure a
place of faith, community, and values exist for my
children.

Sanaa Debaissy
DIRECTOR OF SOCIAL ACTIVITIES

I like to volunteer to engage community together
and I feel I'm a bridge between older generation and
younger.

Reem Zebian Tajeddine
DIRECTOR OF CULTURE

I volunteer because I believe serving our community is
a duty. It is an investment in the future of our children
and in the strength of our community. To me, the CDS
is a place where our children can learn about and feel
connected to their heritage and values. I want our
children to grow up proud to be Canadians, but also
deeply rooted in what it means to be Druze Canadians -
to understand and live our Druze values.

Walid Fayez
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC RELATIONS &

FUND DEVELOPMENT
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I have been part of the CDS for over 30 years,
serving as a Board member and volunteer. Giving
back to our community has always been important
to me, and I am proud to continue supporting and
strengthening the CDS.

Walid Fayez
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC RELATIONS &

FUND DEVELOPMENT

Being part of my community through volunteering is
a truly rewarding experience. It's amazing to see
people come together, learn from each other, and
keep our cultural traditions, heritage, and language
alive. Every small contribution counts.



CANADIAN DRUZE SOCIETY
OUR PLAN - Listening First. Building Together.

Our plan is to listen to our community, build on the great work already underway, and focus on the priorities that matter most to our
families and future generations.

LISTEN & ENGAGE
Use surveys and open dialogue to understand community
needs, priorities, and ideas.

YOUTH & FUTURE GENERATIONS
Expand social, sports, leadership, mentorship, and family
activities that keep children and youth connected.

HERITAGE & COMMUNITY PROGRAMS
Strengthen youth and senior activities, Arabic school, religious
and cultural programs, and our Druze identity.

DRUZE HOUSE
Improve and better utilize our community home as a welcoming,
functional space for all generations.

NEWCOMERS & PROFESSIONAL NETWORK
Partner with settlement agencies and connect professionals,
students, entrepreneurs, and newcomers through mentorship
and career support.

FUNDING & SUSTAINABILITY
Pursue grants, sponsorships, partnerships, and external funding
while reducing reliance on additional community contributions.

TRANSPARENCY & STRONGER COMMUNITY
Improve communication, encourage volunteerism and
participation, and keep the community informed about priorities
and progress.

Our goal: a connected, engaged, and sustainable community where every generation feels they belong
and has an opportunity to contribute.



SUMMER 2026 - EVENTS IN REVIEW
COMMUNITY • CULTURE • CONNECTION

MAY

31
Adha Celebration
Families and friends gathered at the Druze House to celebrate Adha together with food, activities for children and time
shared across generations.

JUNE

13
CDS 5K Run
Community members came together for an active and joyful day focused on participation, connection and community
spirit.

JUNE

13
FIFA Game Watch Party
Soccer brought our community together for a lively FIFA World Cup watch party, sharing the excitement, energy and
fellowship of the game.
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